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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Action is in response to Application Number 10/685,626 received on 
10/14/2003. 

2. Claims 1 -43 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 18-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 

directed to non-statutory subject matter. 



4. Claims 18-36 recite a computer-readable medium comprising computer-readable 
code. 

Applicant's Specification states the following: 

"In the context of this document, a "computer-readable medium" can be any 
means that can contain, store, communicate, propagate, or transport the program 

for use by or in connection with the instruction execution system, apparatus, or device. 
The computer-readable medium can be, for example but not limited to, an electronic, 
magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, 
device, or propagation medium. More specific examples (a nonexhaustive list) of the 
computer- readable medium would include the following: an electrical connection 
(electronic) having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette (magnetic), a 
random access memory (RAM) (electronic), a read-only memory (ROM) (electronic), an 
erasable programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash memory) (electronic), an 
optical fiber (optical), and a portable compact disc read-only memory (CDROM) 
(optical). Note that the computer-readable medium could even be paper or another 
suitable medium upon which the program is printed, as the program can be 
electronically captured, via for instance optical scanning of the paper or other medium, 
then compiled, interpreted or otherwise processed in a suitable manner if necessary, 
and then stored in a computer memory." 
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5. As shown above, Applicant's Specification provides evidence that Applicant 
intends the "computer-readable medium" to include propagation/transmission mediums 
such as signals. 

6. Signals used as computer readable media are not currently considered to be 
statutory subject matter since a signal encoded with functional descriptive material does 
not fall under any of the four statutory classes. See ANNEX IV "Computer-Related 
Nonstatutory Subject Matter", section (c) "Electro-Magnetic Signals" of the "Interim 
Guidelines for Examination of Patent Applications for Patent Subject Matter Eligibility", 
released 22 November 2005 in the Official Gazette ("Moreover, it does not appear that a 
claim reciting a signal encoded with functional descriptive material falls within any of the 
categories of patentable subject matter set forth in Sec. 101 ...These interim guidelines 
propose that such signal claims are ineligible for patent protection because they do not 
fall within any of the four statutory classes of Sec. 1 01 ."). 

7. As also shown above, Applicant's Specification provides evidence that Applicant 
intends the "computer-readable medium" to include printed matter. 

M.P.E.P 2106.01 states, 

"When nonfunctional descriptive material is recorded on some computer- 
readable medium, in a computer or on an electromagnetic carrier signal, it is not 
statutory and should be rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101. In addition, USPTO personnel 
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should inquire whether there should be a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102 or 103. USPTO 
personnel should determine whether the claimed nonfunctional descriptive material be 
given patentable weight. USPTO personnel must consider all claim limitations when 
determining patentability of an invention over the prior art. In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1 381 , 
1385, 217 USPQ 401, 403-04 (Fed. Cir. 1983). USPTO personnel may not disregard 
claim limitations comprised of printed matter. See Gulack, 703 F.2d at 1384, 217 USPQ 
at 403; see also Diehr, 450 U.S. at 191, 209 USPQ at 10. However, USPTO 
personnel need not give patentable weight to printed matter absent a new and 
unobvious functional relationship between the printed matter and the substrate. 
See In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d 1031, 1035 (Fed. Cir. 1994); In re 
Ngai, 367 F.3d 1336, 70 USPQ2d 1862 (Fed. Cir. 2004)." 

8. Applicant's claimed "computer-readable medium comprising computer-readable 
code" clearly does not present a new and unobvious functional relationship between 
printed matter and the substrate. 

Therefore, Appellant's inclusion of a piece of paper with the program printed 
thereon within the scope of "computer-readable medium" indicates the claims are 
sufficiently broad to read on non-functional descriptive material, per se, printed matter. 
Printed matter, which fails to be functionally interrelated to its substrate, has long been 
held to be non-statutory. 

As such, claims 18-36 are not limited to statutory subject matter and are 
therefore non-statutory. 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,626 
Art Unit: 2143 



Page 5 



Claim Rejections 

9. Claims 1 -4, 1 3, 1 8-1 9, 28, 37, 39 are rejected in view of Applicant's admitted 
prior art ("AAPA"), specifically in view of the prior art instant messaging systems 
presented in the Background section of Applicant's Specification. 

The Applicant described instant messaging systems with reference to Figures 1 
and 2, which are provided as prior art figures. Therefore, the description provided in the 
background section in reference to these Figures are construed by the Examiner to 
constitute an admission of prior art and any subject matter associated with these 
descriptions are construed to be prior art applicable to the claims. See MPEP 2129 and 
Riverwood Int'l Corp. v. R.A. Jones & Co., 324 F.3d 1346, 1354, 66 USPQ2d 1331, 
1337 (Fed Cir. 2003). 

1 0. Regarding claims 1,18, and 37, AAPA disclosed a communication method (see 
specification, on page 2, "IM communications are used for text messaging. Figs. 1 and 
2 show examples of IM communications between a user and a contact, clearly 
implemented on networked computers), computer-readable medium, and system (see 
specification on page 2, "Instant messaging (IM) systems) comprising the steps of: 

displaying instant messaging (IM) messages (see specification on page 2, lines 
15-17, "This back-and-forth exchange of text messages is often displayed in a dialogue 
box 105 at an IM chat window; Fig. 2; displaying instant messages); and 
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selectively displaying a time indication, the time indication being indicative of a 
most-recently-displayed IM message (see specification on page 3, lines 18-20, "As 
shown in FIG. 2, when the option to display the time stamps is turned on, each text 
message 215 also displays a corresponding time stamp 225 adjacent to the text 
message 215"). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 2, AAPA disclosed the limitations as described in claim 1 , 
including wherein the step of displaying the IM messages comprises the steps of: 

providing an IM dialogue box within an IM chat window (see specification on 
page 3, line 13, "dialogue box 105 at the IM chat window 100a); and 

displaying the IM messages within the IM dialogue box (see specification on 
page 3, lines 12-13, "...text messages are often displayed to the user in a dialogue 
box"). 

1 2. Regarding claim 3, AAPA disclosed the limitations as described in claim 2, 
including wherein the step of selectively displaying the time indication comprises the 
step of: 

selectively displaying the time indication in the IM dialogue box, the time 
indication being displayed adjacent to the most-recently-displayed IM message, the time 
indication being displayed in response to a triggering event (see specification on page 
3, lines 18-19, "when the option to display the time stamps is on, each text message 
215 also displays a corresponding time stamp 225 adjacent to the text message 215; 
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lines 20-21 , "the time stamps 225 show that the user typed a text message 21 5, the 
message being sent triggering the timestamp to be displayed). 

1 3. Regarding claims 4 and 1 9, AAPA disclosed the limitations as described in 
claims 1 and 18, including wherein the step of selectively displaying the time indication 
comprises the steps of: 

providing a status area within an IM chat window (see specification, Fig. 2, area 
205); and 

selectively displaying the time indication in the status area (see specification on 
page 3, lines 18-19 and Fig. 2 "when the option to display the time stamps is on, each 
text message 215 also displays a corresponding time stamp 225 adjacent to the text 
message 215"). 

14. Regarding claims 13, 28, and 39, AAPA disclosed a communication method (see 
specification, on page 2, "IM communications are used for text messaging. Figs. 1 and 
2 show examples of IM communications between a user and a contact, clearly 
implemented on networked computers) and computer-readable medium, and system 
(see specification on page 2, "Instant messaging (IM) systems) comprising the steps of: 

detecting a triggering event associated with an instant messaging (IM) chat 
session (see specification, page 3, lines 18-25, Fig. 2, triggering event being the receipt 
of an instant message, triggering the displaying of the message); and 
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displaying a visual indicator in response to the triggering event (see specification, 
page 3, lines 18-25, Fig. 2, visual indicator being the timestamp which is displayed with 
the instant message at the point of receipt). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

15. Claims 5-6, 20-21, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Isaacs et al. (U.S. 2006/0075056). 

16. Regarding claims 5, 20, and 38, Isaacs disclosed an instant messaging method 
that allows a user to transmit instant messages to another user (see Abstract) that also 
provides tracking the presence of each user of the system, specifically, determining if a 
user remains in an "active" state, which means "the user has used an input device, such 
as a mouse or keyboard on the PC... within a predetermined amount of time" (Isaacs, 
page 6, [0051]). Isaacs also disclosed determining if a user changes to "idle" state, 
which means "the user has not used an input device for a predetermined amount of 
time , such as a few minutes or longer, depending on the preferences of the user" 
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(Isaacs, page 6, [0051]). Isaacs also disclosed, users are able to determine their 
buddies' availability, i.e. whether they are active or idle, through the use of icons used to 
distinguish the different status (Isaacs, page 3, [0032]). 

Therefore, when a first user of the system of Isaacs sends a first message to a 
second user, the second user displays the first instant message (displaying instant 
messages is inherent in instant messaging systems since the second user has to read 
the message). The second user also displays an "active" icon of the first user. 

Within the embodiments of the references, when the first user is sending 
messages, the first user is in the "active" state. In order to determine if a user enters 
the "idle" state, the system would have to start calculating an elapsed time , and the 
calculating would have to start every time the user pauses from sending messages (i.e. 
once the user is done sending a message). If the user sends a second message before 
the predetermined amount of time is reached, the elapsed time would have to start over 
and the user's status remains in the "active" state. 

If the user does not send a second message and the elapsed time reaches the 
predetermined amount of time , the user's status changes to "idle". Therefore Isaacs 
disclosed calculating an elapsed time from the displaying of the first message, as well 
as determining whether a second IM message has been displayed within the elapsed 
time (Isaacs, page 6, [0051]). 

If a predetermined amount of time passes and the first user has not sent a 
second message , the status of the first user would change to "idle" and the second 
user's computer displays an indication showing the first user's "idle" status. Since the 
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indication is associated with the first user, and the first user sent the first message, then 
the indication is associated with the first message. Since the indication is based on an 
elapsed time, the indication is a time indication (Isaacs, page 3, [0032], page 6, [0051]). 

Therefore, Isaacs disclosed displaying a first time indication, the first time 
indication being associated with the first IM message, the first time indication being 
displayed in response to determining that the second IM message has not been 
displayed within the elapsed time (Isaacs, page 6, [0051]). 

Claim 20 includes a computer-readable medium with limitations that are 
substantially similar to claim 5. Claim 38 includes a communication system with the 
limitations that substantially similar to claim 5. Isaacs disclosed the teachings of the 
invention to include a system of one or more communications devices including PDA's 
(Isaacs, [0026], [0030]). Therefore claims 20 and 38 are rejected under the same 
rationale as claim 5. 

1 7. Regarding claims 6 and 21 , Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claims 5 and 20, including wherein the step of displaying the first IM message 
comprises the step of: providing an IM dialogue box within an IM chat window (Isaacs, 
[0024], sending a text instant message inherently includes the receiver to be able to 
display the text message in an instant message dialogue box within an IM chat window 
in order for the users to successfully be able to communicate via instant message); and 

displaying the first IM message within the IM dialogue box (Isaacs, [0024], 
[0057], Fig. 6, Message sender 600 sends message to message receiver 620, sending 
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a text instant message inherently includes the receiver to be able to display the text 
message in an instant message dialogue box within an IM chat window in order for the 
users to successfully be able to communicate via instant message). Applicant's 
specification provides support showing instant messages are inherently provided in a 
dialogue box within an IM chat window (see specification on page 3, lines 12-15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 7, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Isaacs et al. (U.S. 2006/0075056). 

19. Regarding claims 7 and 22, Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claims 6 and 21 . Isaacs also disclosed each user device containing a list of buddies 
that provides each buddy's status and when one of the buddy's status changes, an 
indication is provided to the user (Isaacs, [0031]). Isaacs further disclosed the use of an 
icon to distinguish between when a user is in an "active" or in an "idle" state (Isaacs, 
[0032]). 

While Isaacs disclosed using an icon within the instant messaging system, 
Isaacs did not explicitly state the icon being displayed within the IM dialogue box. In 
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fact, Isaacs did not explicitly state any specific location of where such icons are 
displayed. This provides basis for one of ordinary skill in the art to determine useful 
locations to display these icons. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the user status icon within the instant message dialogue 
box to provide for an easier manner in determining if a buddy's status changes while 
having a conversation box open with the buddy. Providing the icon within the instant 
message dialogue box provides the same result of notifying the user of the buddy's 
current status , while also not requiring the user to sift through their buddy list of users in 
order to locate the buddy, thereby providing a more efficient system of notifying users of 
the presence of buddies that they are currently in communication with. 

20. Claims 8-12 and 23-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Isaacs et al. (U.S. 2006/0075056) in view of AAPA. 

21 . Regarding claims 8 and 23, Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claims 5 and 20. 

Isaacs did not explicitly state including computer-readable code adapted to 
instruct a programmable device to display a first visual delineator after the first IM 
message, the first visual delineator having a time associated with the first IM message. 

In an analogous art, AAPA disclosed an instant messaging system that displays 
timestamps for each message (see Applicant's specification, Fig. 2, 225). 
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Isaacs disclosed an instant messaging system with indications showing the 
status of users. AAPA provides an instant messaging system that provides indications 
in the form timestamps that shows the times that messages were displayed. Applicant 
admits that such timestamps are obvious features of instant messaging systems that 
were well known at the time of the invention. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate timestamps into the instant messaging 
system of Isaacs to provide the users of Isaacs with the ability to not only determine the 
status of their buddies, but also to be able to see the time at which each message was 
sent or displayed to the user and the contact, thereby increasing knowledge of 
communications between users. 

22. Regarding claims 9 and 24, Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claims 5 and 20. Isaacs did not explicitly state: 

displaying a second IM message after the elapsed time; 

displaying a second time indication, the second time indication being associated 
with the second IM message, the second time indication being indicative of the elapsed 
time between the first IM message and the second IM message. 

In an analogous art, AAPA disclosed an instant messaging system that displays 
timestamps for each message (see Applicant's specification, Fig. 2, 225). As shown in 
Figure 2, a first message was displayed with a first timestamp of 9:22. The second 
message was displayed with a second timestamp of 9:23. It is obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the second timestamp is 
indicative of the elapsed time between the first message and the second message, 
which is one minute. 

Isaacs disclosed an instant messaging system with indications showing the 
status of users. AAPA provides an instant messaging system that provides indications 
in the form timestamps that shows the times that messages were displayed. Applicant 
admits that such timestamps are obvious features of instant messaging systems that 
were well known at the time of the invention. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate timestamps into the instant messaging 
system of Isaacs to provide the users of Isaacs with the ability to not only determine the 
status of their buddies, but also to be able to see the time at which each message was 
sent or displayed to the user and the contact, thereby increasing knowledge of 
communications between users. 

23. Regarding claims 1 0 and 25, Isaacs and AAPA disclosed the limitations as 
described in claims 9 and 24, including wherein the step of displaying the second time 
indication comprises the step of: 

displaying a second visual delineator before the second IM message, the second 
visual delineator having a time associated with the second IM message (AAPA, see 
Applicant's specification, Fig. 2, second message has the second timestamp before it). 
See motivation above. 
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24. Regarding claims 1 1 and 26, Isaacs and AAPA disclosed the limitations as 
described in claims 10 and 25, including wherein the step of displaying the second 
visual delineator comprises the steps of providing an IM dialogue box within an IM chat 
window; and displaying the second visual delineator in the IM dialogue box (AAPA, see 
Applicant's specification, Fig 2, messages and timestamps displayed within an IM 
dialogue box within an IM chat window). See motivation above. 

25. Regarding claim 12 and 27, Isaacs and AAPA disclosed the limitations as 
described in claims 11 and 26, further comprising the steps of: providing a status area 
within the IM chat window, the status area being distinct from the IM dialogue box 
(AAPA, see specification, Fig. 2, areas above and below item 205); and 

selectively displaying a most-recently-displayed IM time in the IM dialogue box, 
the most-recently-displayed IM time being associated with the most-recently-displayed 
IM message (AAPA, see specification, Fig. 2, 205 shows a list of the instant messages 
with the timestamps, the most recently displayed having the newest timestamp). See 
motivation above. 

26. Claims 14-17, 29-36, 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over AAPA in view of Isaacs et al. (U.S. 2006/0075056). 
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27. Regarding claims 14, 29 and 40, AAPA disclosed the limitations as described in 
claims 13, 28, and 39, including wherein the step of detecting the triggering event 
comprises detecting an initiation of a chat session (AAPA, see specification, page 3, 
lines 18-25, Fig. 2, initiation of a chat session being the first instant message received, 
shown by Fig. 2 at 09:22); 

AAPA did not explicitly state detecting a predefined period of inactivity; and 

detecting continued activity after a predefined period of inactivity. 

In an analogous art, Isaacs disclosed an instant messaging system that provides 
users with the status of their buddies (Isaacs, [0032]). Isaacs disclosed a user may 
select one or more instant messages for transmission to one or more other users, 
clearly requiring the detection of a chat session on either end (Isaacs, see Abstract) 
thereby showing communication between a user and a buddy. 

Isaacs also disclosed determining when a user's status becomes "idle" by 
detecting the user has been inactive for a predetermined amount of time (Isaacs, 
[0032], [0050]), thereby disclosing detecting a predefined period of inactivity. 

Isaacs also disclosed "users may be alerted as to the state change of other users 
in the system, such as when a certain user becomes 'active'", thereby a user's status 
changing from "idle" to "active" showing detecting continued activity (Isaacs, [0032], 
[0050]) 

AAPA disclosed an instant messaging system that provides indications for when 
instant messages are displayed. Isaacs provides further features in an instant 
messaging system by providing indications showing the status of users in the system. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the status indicators of Isaacs into the 
instant messaging system of AAPA to not only provide users with the times that instant 
messages are sent by users, but also to provide further indications of whether users are 
active or not in order to communicate with such users, thereby providing the users with 
a system for communicating in a quick and efficient manner while also allowing them to 
keep track of their buddies so that communications are sent to users while they are at 
"active" status and the communications are not lost in the network (Isaacs, [0006]). 

28. Regarding claims 1 5, 30, and 41 , AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as 
described in claims 14, 29, and 40, including wherein the step of displaying the visual 
indicator comprises the step of: 

displaying an initial IM time indication, the initial IM time indication being 
indicative of a start time of the IM chat session (see Applicant's specification, Fig. 2, first 
instant message which has an initial time indication of 9:22). See motivation above. 

29. Regarding claim 16, AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claim 14, including wherein the step of displaying the visual indicator comprises the step 
of: displaying an inactivity IM time indication, the inactivity IM time indication being 
indicative of an onset of inactivity during the IM chat session. 

(Isaacs, [0032], [0050], Isaacs disclosed determining when a user's status 
becomes "idle" by detecting the user has been inactive for a predetermined amount of 
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time; Isaacs also disclosed, users are able to determine their buddies' availability, i.e. 
whether they are active or idle, through the use of icons used to distinguish the different 
status). See motivation above. 

30. Regarding claim 17, AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claim 14, including wherein the step of displaying the time indication comprises the step 
of: displaying a continued-activity IM time indication, the continued-activity IM time 
indication being indicative of a time at which the IM chat session continues after an 
onset of inactivity (AAPA Fig. 2, timestamp). See motivation above. 

31 . Regarding claim 31 , AAPA disclosed the limitations as described in claim 28, 
AAPA did not explicitly state including computer-readable code adapted to 

instruct a programmable device to detect a predefined period of inactivity. 

32. In an analogous art, Isaacs disclosed an instant messaging system that provides 
users with the status of their buddies (Isaacs, [0032]). Isaacs also disclosed 
determining if a user changes to "idle" state, which means "the user has not used an 
input device for a predetermined amount of time , such as a few minutes or longer, 
depending on the preferences of the user" (Isaacs, page 6, [0051]). Isaacs also 
disclosed, users are able to determine their buddies' availability, i.e. whether they are 
active or idle, through the use of icons used to distinguish the different status (Isaacs, 
page 3, [0032]). Therefore, Isaacs disclosed detecting a predefined period of inactivity 
when a user does not use his communication device for a period of time. 
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Isaacs also disclosed determining when a user's status becomes "idle" by 
detecting the user has been inactive for a predetermined amount of time (Isaacs, 
[0032], [0050]), thereby disclosing detecting a predefined period of inactivity. 

Isaacs also disclosed "users may be alerted as to the state change of other users 
in the system, such as when a certain user becomes 'active'", thereby a user's status 
changing from "idle" to "active" showing detecting continued activity (Isaacs, [0032], 
[0050]) 

AAPA disclosed an instant messaging system that provides indications for when 
instant messages are displayed. Isaacs provides further features in an instant 
messaging system by providing indications showing the status of users in the system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the status indicators of Isaacs into the 
instant messaging system of AAPA to not only provide users with the times that instant 
messages are sent by users, but also to provide further indications of whether users are 
active or not in order to communicate with such users, thereby providing the users with 
a system for communicating in a quick and efficient manner while also allowing them to 
keep track of their buddies so that communications are sent to users while they are at 
"active" status and the communications are not lost in the network (Isaacs, [0006]). 

33. Regarding claim 32, AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claim 31, including computer-readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device 
to display an inactivity IM time indication, the inactivity IM time indication being 
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indicative of an onset of inactivity during the IM chat session (Isaacs, [0032], [0050], 
Isaacs also disclosed determining when a user's status becomes "idle" by detecting the 
user has been inactive for a predetermined amount of time, If the buddy is in an IM 
communication with the user, and his status changes to idle, the icon is an indication is 
an IM time indication that indicates inactivity during the IM chat session). See 
motivation above. 

34. Regarding claim 33, AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claim 28, including computer-readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device 
to detect continued activity after a predefined period of inactivity activity (Isaacs, [0032], 
[0050], Isaacs also disclosed "users may be alerted as to the state change of other 
users in the system, such as when a certain user becomes 'active'", thereby a user's 
status changing from "idle" to "active" showing detecting continued). 

AAPA disclosed an instant messaging system that provides indications for when 
instant messages are displayed. Isaacs provides further features in an instant 
messaging system by providing indications showing the status of users in the system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the status indicators of Isaacs into the 
instant messaging system of AAPA to not only provide users with the times that instant 
messages are sent by users, but also to provide further indications of whether users are 
active or not in order to communicate with such users, thereby providing the users with 
a system for communicating in a quick and efficient manner while also allowing them to 
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keep track of their buddies so that communications are sent to users while they are at 
"active" status and the communications are not lost in the network (Isaacs, [0006]). 

35. Regarding claim 34, AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claim 33, including computer-readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device 
to display a continued-activity IM time indication, the continued-activity IM time 
indication being indicative of a time at which the IM chat session continues after an 
onset of inactivity (AAPA Fig. 2, timestamp). See motivation above. 

36. Regarding claim 35, AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claim 29, including computer-readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device 
to display an inactivity IM time indication, the inactivity IM time indication being 
indicative of an onset of inactivity during the IM chat session (AAPA Fig. 2, timestamp). 
See motivation above. 

37. Regarding claim 36, AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claim 29, including: computer-readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device 
to display a continued-activity IM time indication, the continued-activity IM time 
indication being indicative of a time at which the IM chat session continues after an 
onset of inactivity (AAPA Fig. 2, timestamp). See motivation above. 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,626 Page 22 

Art Unit: 2143 

38. Regarding claim 42, AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claim 40, including wherein the display logic comprises: inactivity-time-display logic 
configured to display an inactivity IM time indication, the inactivity IM time indication 
being indicative of an onset of inactivity during the IM chat session (Isaacs, [0032], 
[0050], Isaacs also disclosed determining when a user's status becomes "idle" by 
detecting the user has been inactive for a predetermined amount of time, If the buddy is 
in an IM communication with the user, and his status changes to idle, the icon is an 
indication is an IM time indication that indicates inactivity during the IM chat session). 
See motivation above. 

39. Regarding claim 43, AAPA and Isaacs disclosed the limitations as described in 
claim 40, including wherein the display logic comprises: continued-activity-time-display 
logic configured to display a continued-activity IM time indication, the continued-activity 
IM time indication being indicative of a time at which the IM chat session continues after 
an onset of inactivity (AAPA Fig. 2, timestamp). 

Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
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of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Bret Dennison whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3910. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (571 ) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




J. Bret Dennison 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 
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